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Chap, in.

CLASS IL
-TRANSITION FORMATIONS,

Jrl AVING described the primitive formations, let us now
proceed to the second great Class, the transition, which
lie immediately over them. These are by no means
so numerous, since they consist only of four sets;
gamely,
1.  Grey wacke
2.  Transition lime-stone
3.  Transition trap
4.  Transition flint-slate
They all alternate with each other, sometimes one,
sometimes another being undermost, except one bed of
transition lime-stone, which seems always to rest upon
the primitive formations, and may therefore be consi-
dered as the oldest of the transition formations.
It is in the transition rocks that petrefactions first
make their appearance ; and it deserves particular atten-
tion that they always consist of species of corals and
zoophites, which do not at present exist, and which
therefore we must suppose extinct* The vegetable pe-
trefactions are likewise the lowest in that kingdom, such
as ferns, See. This remarkable circumstance has in-
*           ,                                                                                    f                        why
dficed' y^erner to conclude, that the transition rocks trau